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Introduction 

Å The Avian Flu in British Columbia required depopulation of 19 

million birds. 

Å Approximately 2 million were in flocks that tested positive for the 

Avian Flu ï these were incinerated, landfilled, or composted on 

farm by the CFIA 



The CFIA used a passively aerated composting method to 

biologically heat treat the birds and litter. Perforated plastic pipe was 

placed perpendicular to the windrows. The windrows were covered 

with sawdust and plastic and contained vents for air exhaust. 
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Manure from farms that tested positive was treated on farm by Transform 

Compost Systems and the Sustainable Poultry Farming Group 
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Introduction 

Of the remainder of the 19 million birds that tested negative for 

Avian Flu: 

 

Å Many of the broiler chickens went to market 

Å Some of the birds went to West Coast Reduction for rendering 

Å Approximately 1.3 million negative birds needed a home ï 

hence the initiation of the Vyefield Compost Site.  



Avian Bird Flu Response in BC - Composting Birds and Manure 

The following persons represent the team involved with composting 
1.3 million birds that tested negative for Avian Flu.  

Å Orlando Schmidt ï BC Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries  

Å Geoff Hughes Games ï BC Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries 

Å Mike Younie ï BC Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection 

Å Ed Kielstra ï Vyefield Farms Ltd. 

Å Bryan and Alexis Arthur ï Pacific Forage Bag Supply Ltd. 

Å Dave Robertson ï Robertson Farms 

Å Harvey Funk ï Compost Technologies Inc. 

Å John Paul ï Transform Compost Systems Ltd. 



Introduction 

Å The composting technology was selected by the BC Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

Å The finances for this project were provided by the BC Government 
Provincial Emergency Program. 

Å The BC Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection assisted with the 
environmental considerations and the amendment to the Fraser Valley 
Regional District Solid Waste Management Plan. 

Å Pacific Forage Bag Supply Ltd partnered with Vyefield Farms to provide 
the equipment and services with the Ag Bag composting technology. 

Å Vyefield Farms donated their land, had their own Versa bagging 
equipment, and retained ownership of the compost. 

Å Harvey Funk of Compost Technologies Inc. Omaha, Nebraska (CTI) was 
hired by Vyefield Farms provide technical services and equipment for the 
CTI System composting technology, including the Versa Bagger. 

Å Dr. John Paul of Transform Compost Systems was hired by the provincial 
government to be the qualified professional on the project. 

 



The Process ï Feedstock 

Delivery 

Å The birds were gassed 

with CO2 on farm and the 

carcasses delivered to the 

bunker in enclosed trucks. 



The Composting Process ï Feedstock Blending 

Å The birds were blended with ground woodwaste and poultry 

litter in the following ratio: 

ïOne bucket of birds 

ïOne bucket of manure 

ïThree buckets of woodwaste 



The Composting Process ï Grinding the Blend 

Å The bird / manure / woodwaste blend was ground using a 

horizontal ñBeastò grinder 

Å Separated dairy manure liquids were added during the grinding 

process to provide approximately 55% moisture by weight 


