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How Do We Deal with Organic Waste Diversion From 
Very Large Cities? 
 -  some cities have 5000 tonnes + per day of organic waste! 



How much organic waste is 1000 tonnes per day? 

25 40 tonne trailers per day! 
Even energy recovery projects still need to handle a lot 
of bulk material before and after energy recovery! 



How much organic waste is 1000 tonnes per day? 

325    6 yard buckets per day! 



We first have to accept some basic 
principles of composting 



Principles of Composting 

1. Composting is an aerobic process and hence needs 
aeration and/or turning 

2. Composting has the potential to pollute, therefore 
must be protected from precipitation in wet climates 

3. Composting is a biological process and requires time  

4. Composting generates heat which kills pathogens, 
increases microbial activity to stabilize carbon, and 
evaporates moisture 

5. Odor potential increases with increased moisture 
content,  decreased oxygen supply, and increasing 
amounts of food waste 
 



this violates most of the principles of composting 
One can say its a ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦΧΧ 



ΧǘƘƛǎΗ 



this can hardly be called composting: its quite 
difficult to maintain control of the process in 

either dry or wet season 
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