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Why Composting?

G Composting is an important step towards zero waste
25 - 50 % of solid waste is organic

A

G Composting is a natural process

Composting recycles plant nutrients and organic
matter for plant growth

A

G Composting is environmentally friendly

The application of compost promotes soil health
and reduces the need for fertilizer and pesticides

G Composting reduces greenhouse gas emissions

G Composting produces a safe product

High temperatures during the composting process
deactivate pathogens




The Composting Process

Heat

Co,

Water
Organic Matter:
Organic Matter: Compost O0Compost
O Wast+ed Pile
Micro-
organisms
Micro-
organisms
Water

Oxygen




Transform

=t The Composting Process

A Life Used to be so Simple
There were no or few regulations
Composting con5|sted of prlmarlly
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A Suddenly the world is changed....

Now we are asked to compost food and
other wastes!




A Suddenly the world is changed....
Do we have to deal with plastics and

contamination as well??
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The Composting Process

A What is happening?

Odor concerns increase logarithmically
with increasing amounts of foodwaste or
other putricibles




A How Do We Respond?

We pretend that odor is a figment of resident’s
imagination or we...

Spend a lot of money trying to deal with it....
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A How Do We Respond?

Build really big piles and hope for miracles to change the
waste into compost, or we...

Spend a lot of money trying to deal with it....
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We could end up with bloopers!




Composting Bloopers

A We convince ourselves that building an
expensive “aerated” system eliminates
odors.... Oops - doesn’t work




Composting Bloopers

A We try to contain the process to avoid
odors..... Oops - its corrosive!




Composting Bloopers

A We use enclosed buildings but realize
that we can’t see anything




